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 Muscatatuck State Development Center 
will soon become a homeland security train-
ing center announced Governor Joe Kernan 
this month. 
 “Muscatatuck provides a ready-made, first-
of-its-kind training center for military and 
civilian security agencies,” Kernan said. “Not 
only will this help strengthen homeland secu-
rity efforts, but this use of the facility will 
also bring new opportunities to Jennings 
County.” 
 The state will transfer 850 acres including 
the Muscatatuck State Development Center 
facility, as well as the Brush Creek reservoir 
and an additional tract of land south of the 
reservoir, for use as a training center to be 
operated by the Indiana National Guard.   
 Operation of the center will begin in the 
summer of 2005. It will offer homeland de-
fense and security training for federal, re-
gional, state and local military and civilian 
agencies. 
 National Guard officials say the size and 
scope of Muscatatuck’s existing 66 buildings 
and grounds, especially when coupled with 
the reservoir; offer a variety of training and 
equipment testing opportunities for homeland 
security providers. 

 A 2003 study on showed that it would be 
too costly to redevelop Muscatatuck, which 
meant the state was faced with a $35 million 
expense to demolish the aging buildings and 
prepare the grounds for future use. 
  “The Indiana National Guard is not only 
addressing a national need for increased 
training opportunities,” Kernan added, “but 
also will save the state more than $30 million 
going into the next biennial budget and pro-
vide new opportunities for Hoosier jobs in 
southeastern Indiana.”   
 In the immediate future, the Indiana Na-
tional Guard will retain more than 30 mainte-
nance and security positions at the facility. 
Ultimately new jobs will be added to operate 
the facility and staff training events.   
 As part of the land use agreement, Purdue 
University will transfer up to 140 acres west 
of the entry road to Muscatatuck, off of State 
Road 50, to the Jennings County Economic 
Development Commission for use as an in-
dustrial park. 
 Additionally, the Indiana Department of 
Natural Resources will transfer ownership of 
1,000 acres to Purdue University to the north 
and east of Brush Creek. The university will 
use the land to conduct forestry research 
through its School of Agriculture. However, 
it will also be available for recreational use.   

The Guard also is exploring partnerships 
with universities, including Purdue, for addi-
tional training opportunities. 
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State of Indiana 
Family and Social Services Administration 
402 W. Washington St., P. O. Box 7083 
Indianapolis, IN 46207-7083 
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Information to Keep in Mind 
Indiana Protection & Advocacy Services: 

317-722-5555 or 
1-800-622-4845 

 
Div. of Disability, Aging & Rehab. Services: 

800-545-7763 
 

Div. of Mental Health & Addiction: 
800-901-1133 

 
MSDC/MSH Information Hot Line: 

800-903-9822 
 

Ombudsman: 
800-622-4484 

 

A true friend knows your weaknesses but 
shows you your strengths; feels your fears but 

fortifies your faith; sees your anxieties but 
frees your spirit; recognizes your disabilities 

but emphasizes your possibilities. 

William Arthur Ward, Educator 


